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t 23, 1869, £or our comient s

e ééhcerning payrient by the national ue"onnuticp and Spaca Administration

(1asA) for part of the cost of the binquet in Los Anreles honoaring the

“ppollo 11 astromauts, In our letter dated September 17, 1969, wz satd

that we would keep you advised of further developments in the matter,

" It haz now come to our attention that, as. 4 result-of a written
request {rom tha Whife House on Septembar 19, 1969 NASA dalivered a check .
" for $60,000 to the State Department on September 29, 1969, made out to the
account of Poat Apollo 11 activities. The payment, which covers: part of
thr cost of the hanquet, was made from NASA's Research and Propram Man:ice-
mant npprnpriation. We understand that the White House asked the State
Department to handle the administrativa details because enveys from 92

‘fareinn countries were invited to the ceremonias in Los Angeles. State

Department off{cials declined to furnish us with information as to the’
anount or source of State Department funds that vare also usad to pay for.
the banquec costs, . :

NASA has 1n£ormed us of its balief that it i{s authorized by the pro-
vistons of the Government Employees' Incentive Awards Aet, approved
Scptu‘ay: 1, 1954, 68 Stat, 1112, as amended, now codified in'5 U.S,C,
4501. et geq, ‘2‘p the ¢ . of the banque:. See particularly 5

U.S.C. 4502(d )5 74503 "and 4504 as followst

"g 4502, Genaeral provisions,
w * * * .

"{d) A eash award to, and evpense for tha honorary
recognition of, an employee may be paid from the fund ox -

~ appropriatfon available to the activity primarily benafite - -~

ing or tha varifous activities benefliting. The head of the
agency concernad determines the amount to be paid by sach
activity for an agency award undar section 4503 of this
titla, The President determines the amount to ba paid by
sach activity for a Prazidential awnrd undar zacaicu &30&

of this R4%las . : .
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g 4£503, Agency awards,

- "The head of an agency may pay A cash award tz, 2nd fnen:
necessary expensa for the hanoriry recnenition of, an . emplavaen’
C L WhDe- : e L : ' o :

"(1) by his supcestion, invention, suparior -
“accomplishment, or other parsonil effnrt contributes
‘to tho efficiency, econnmy, or other improvement of
Govérnment'operattnns; or - '

"(2) porfomes a gpecial act of service {n the
public interest in connection with or related to his
official employment . : ' S

"§ 4304, Presidential awards.

"The President may pay a cash award to, and incur naces-
sary expense for the honorary recognition of, an employece who-e -

‘"(1) by his suppestion, invention, superior
nceompllshment, or other parasonal effort contributes
to the effieiency, economy, or other improvement of
Government operations} or ‘ ~

"(2) parforms an evceptionally meritorious
rpecial act or aservice i{n the public intereat in
connection with or related to his official
employment M

As tha Banquat wis held in honor of the three Apollo 11 astronaut:
and Presirdont Nixon presented the Medal of Freedom to the astronsuts in- -

‘recognition of their accompiishment, NASA has concluded that 1t was

legally authorized to pay {ts shara of the cost as determined by the
President, - - I o

Although the act authovrizes department haads and the Precident to
ineur necansary axpenses for honorary recognition, the act does not astabe
lish a dollar limitation nor does tha legtslative history indicata that
such a limftation was conaidered. Yurther, both the act and the legisla~
tive history fridicata that 1t was tha intent of tha Comgrasa to give tha
heads of dapsrtmonts and tha President broad authority im earcying out
the imeantiva avards program. Accordingly, we do no2 quastiom NASA's
eonelunion {m Shis oituation.




Thc‘e 18 4. bxsic diffecence hetween ‘tha inatunt e

Lt ‘held to honot and present awards to Gavernment esployees, whe a1 ¢
was |

T

2-day

‘Ilﬂt program- ' » Lo

Sincerely yours, ‘

R-F }{EL.LER

ASSISf‘m‘ Compcroiler General o
-of tha United Statea
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fed by Mr. Boroughs 1{n hirc lettar of Mgt 14, 1050 The 22 7).‘!1’:",'1'.::1:

go1d for the purpose of having 50 college Presidentq di<curs A new G~wo-
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confarence arvanged by Mr. Doroushs for the Offica of Eductinn w -
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